Small Group Discussion Guide
For the week of February 26-March 4, 2023
“ICYMI: GOD (Part 1)”
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
GETTING STARTED
To the facilitator: Use this section to introduce the topic. If possible, give a brief recap of the sermon.

Share a memorable point, a spiritual lesson, a personal application, a question, or something that challenged you from the sermon last Sunday.

What is one thing that makes God most real to you? (e.g. his creation, being in church, reading the Bible, looking at history, etc.)
Group discussion
1. Read Psalms 19:1-5, Romans 1:20-21,10:18. How do the heavens and skies communicate that God created it? Why do you think many people today want to deny the existence of God?
2. Aside from the three popular ideas about God mentioned in the sermon, what other pictures do culture paint about God that’s not biblical? Which (wrong) idea do you think is the most damaging? Which truth about God is most difficult for people to accept because of the way culture has portrayed him to be?
3. Consider these four theological words that provide the background about the real person of God. How do these comfort you?
· God’s immanence: God is awesomely near to all of us. He is not beyond the farthest star; he is as near as our next heartbeat. He does not just watch us, he is with us.

· God’s omnipresence: God is everywhere (omni = all + present). His presence fills the universe. He is every place all at once.

· God’s omniscience: God knows everything (omni = all + scient = knowing). He knows everything that has happened, is happening and will happen. He knows what we think before we think it.

· God’s omnipotence: God is all mighty (omni = all + potent). He has the power to do anything – anything – he wants, immediately!

4. When you think of the word “father,” what words come to mind? Do you think these words are influenced by your experience with your earthly father?
5. Read Matthew 6:25-32. How does Jesus describe the Father’s care for his own? What do you need to believe about the Father heart of God in order to fully trust him for your earthly needs, struggles and insecurities?
6. Application: Jesus taught us to call God “Abba” (which is the intimate name for a father that a little child would use, like “Daddy”). This week, what will you do to remember and be filled with this wonderful truth?  
7. Next Steps 
Knowing God gives us the hope to go on. It is the foundation upon which everything rests.
· I praise God for his revelation of himself in the Bible.

· I will remember that God is with me and intimately knows me.
· I will trust in God’s sovereign control in my life.

· I will trust the Father heart of God.
Don’t forget to:

· Go through the devotionals every day this week.

· Have a regular daily time of prayer and reading of God’s Word.
Closing the session
Close the session by taking the time to pray for one another. Consider the following as you pray:

· Pray for the Holy Spirit to strengthen your view, understanding and intimacy with God.
· Pray for wisdom and strength to trust his sovereign power.

· Pray for relationships to grow with other Christ-followers, that you will encourage and care for one another.
· Pray for your unsaved family, friends, and loved ones. 

· Pray for protection, provision, healing and comfort for everyone who’s going through physical, emotional, mental and spiritual pain.
BIBLE READING GUIDEx
February 27 
Philippians 3:7-11

February 28
Daniel 9:1-19

March 1

John 17:1-9

March 2

Psalms 139:1-24

March 3

Matthew 3:13-17

March 4

Psalms 150:1-6

March 5

1 Peter 1:1-9









