Small Group Discussion Guide
For the week of March 26-April 1, 2023
“ICYMI: HOLY SPIRIT”
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
GETTING STARTED
To the facilitator: Use this section to introduce the topic. If possible, give a brief recap of the sermon.

Share a memorable point, a spiritual lesson, a personal application, a question, or something that challenged you from the sermon last Sunday.

Can you share something that the Lord has done in your life this week?
Group discussion
1. Why do you think we fall into thinking of the Holy Spirit as impersonal (rather than personal) and even sometimes as a “lesser” person of the Trinity?
2. Read Ephesians 1:13-14. How does a person receive the Holy Spirit? What does it mean for the Holy Spirit to live in us? What does believing in God have to do with the seal of the Holy Spirit? How does the Spirit guarantee our inheritance in Christ?
3. The Holy Spirit as a seal (cf Ephesians 1:13-14) is a tremendous source of security in our lives as believers. What is one of the areas in your life where you regularly need to draw on that security account?  
4. Some surveys say that up to 95% of believers are living worldly lives. The question to be asked is why? Discuss in your group some reasons why you believe it is so easy and common to settle for less than God’s best in our lives.
5. “It is better for us to have the Holy Spirit in us than to have Jesus next to us.” What do you think this statement means? Do you agree with that statement? (See John 16:7.)
6. Application. 1 Peter 4:10-11 talks about putting your spiritual gifts into practice so that you can serve others.  In what ways do you think God has gifted you for service? How are you using those gifts today?
7. Application. Read Galatians 5:22-23. Go around a circle in your group and give a one-sentence definition of each fruit. How do you see the fruit of the Spirit growing in a person’s life? Which fruit of the Spirit do you particularly need to ask God to grow in you through his Spirit?
8. Next Steps 
The residence of God is in the heart of the believer. God is everywhere, but he also resides in us.
· As a Christian who has given my life to Jesus, I praise God for the Holy Spirit that lives in me.
· I will surrender to the Spirit daily.

· I will not quench or grieve the Holy Spirit.
· I will use the spiritual gifts that God has given me.
Don’t forget to:

· Go through the devotionals every day this week.

· Have a regular daily time of prayer and reading of God’s Word.
Closing the session
Close the session by taking the time to pray for one another. Consider the following as you pray:

· Pray for a heart that is sensitive to and constantly surrenders to the empowering of the Holy Spirit.
· Pray for relationships to grow with other Christ-followers, that you will encourage and care for one another.
· Pray for your unsaved family, friends, and loved ones. 

· Pray for protection, provision, healing and comfort for everyone who’s going through physical, emotional, mental and spiritual pain.
BIBLE READING GUIDE
March 27
Galatians 5:16-26

March 28
2 Timothy 3:10-17

March 29
Romans 15:13-20

March 30
Acts 11:1-18

March 31
Acts 13:4-12

April 1

Mark 1:21-39

April 2

Revelation 5:6-12









