Welcome to Church!

We are glad you chose to join us today to worship
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. We hope that your
stay has been both meaningful and memorable.

Here are some activities going on with us!

| | Ladies Event

Ladies, join us for an inspiring Ladies Event on March 28, 2025!
Don't miss this opportunity to connect, recharge, and celebrate
the unique bond we share as women of faith.

[ | Lenten Retreats

Mark your calendars for our upcoming Lenten Retreat! This
year, we are offering the same retreat on two different schedules
(April 14-16 and April 17-19) so you can choose the one that fits
your schedule. Register early as there are limited slots!

[ | Free Blood Pressure & Sugar Check-up

Encouraging those who wish to monitor their Blood Pressure &
Blood Sugar levels to avail of our free check-up, happening
every after Sunday service!

|| How can we pray for you?

Itis a privilege to pray for you! You may send your prayer requests
and praise reports by text (0912 130 6148), by writing them on
the prayer cards provided, or by sending us a private message on
our Facebook page.

| | Discover life with our Small Groups.

Looking for deeper connections and a closer walk with God? Our
small groups are where we cultivate meaningful relationships
and grow in faith together. Want to join? Visit our Information
Booth after the service to find the perfect group for you!

[ ] Stay for fellowship and refreshments.

Stick around after the service for coffee and connection! It's
the perfect chance to meet some friendly faces, learn more
about our small groups, our ministries, and discover all that our
church has to offer. We'd love to see you there!

Schedules
for Services:

English Service:
Morning 10:00 AM

Afternoon 01:00 PM

Cebuano Service:

Afternoon 04:00 PM

2nd Floor,

Northgate Center.
across Gaisano Country Mall

Banilad, Cebu City.

ways to give
TITHES and
LOVE GIFTS

BPI Checking
Acct no: 0421-0041-16

Paypal

@livingwordnra

GCash Account
0912-130-6148

EMAIL ADDRESS
livingwordnra@gmail.com

FACEBOOK PAGE
facebook.com/lwnra

~ WEBSITE
www.livingwordnra.com

OFFICE TELEPHONE
(032) 517 5991

TEXT ONLY NUMBER
(63) 912 130 6148

GET IN TOUCH
WITH US!

We are a church that seeks to bring glory to God, to build the local
church through discipleship and to fulfill the Great Commission.

| OUR MISSION

Living Word NRA

Worship God. Advance His Kingdom.

MERCY AT THE TAX BOOTH

The King Has Come: The Start of Something New (Series)
Pastor Nic Sy | March 16, 2025 | Mark 2:13-17

SERMON NOTES
I. JESUS PURSUES THE BROKEN (Mark 2:13-14)
The world sees what you are; but Jesus sees what you can become.

The issue isn't “Am | messed up enough to need Jesus?” The real question is “Do | recognize
that without him, I'm lost?”

I1. JESUS PROVOKES THE PROUD (Mark 2:15-17; Luke 5:29)

Jesus doesn't just call sinners from a distance—he steps into their world. He doesn't keep
them at arm’s length—he pulls up a chair at their table.

“sick” (Greek | kakos) = “badly off, miserable, in a bad condition.”

“The proud person always wants to do the right thing, but they always want to do it their
way. Humility means doing it God's way.” - AW. Tozer

Pride blinds us to our own need for grace.
I11. JESUS PRIORITIZES THE MERCIFUL (Matthew 9:12-13)

“Mercy” (Hebrew | checed/hesed) also translated as “lovingkindness,” “steadfast
love,” or “covenant faithfulness.”

God is not impressed with religious activities if it doesn’'t produce a heart of compassion.
Mercy means not letting religion get in the way of love.

ENDING THOUGHT

Jesus didn't come for those who think they have it all together; he came for
people who know they need him.




SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE
For the week of March 17-23 2025

“MERCY AT THE TAX BOOTH”

Getting Started

To the facilitator: Use this section to introduce the topic. If possible, give a brief
recap of the sermon.

Share a memorable point, a spiritual lesson, a personal application, a question,
or something that challenged you from the sermon last Sunday.

What is one habit or hobby you've picked up recently that others might find
surprising?

Group Discussion
Read Mark 2:13-17

1. Why do you think tax collectors like Levi were so despised in Jesus’ time? How
does our society often respond to people who are perceived as “broken” or
“sinners”? How does this contrast with Jesus’ response?

2. Sometimes people feel like they have to “clean up” their lives before coming
to Jesus. How does this passage challenge that idea? What does Jesus’
willingness to eat with “tax collectors and sinners” reveal about his heart? What
does it teach us about his definition of “worthy”?

3. What specific actions or statements by the Pharisees reveal their pride?
When have you seen pride masquerading as “righteousness” in modern
contexts? How can we guard against this?

4. How does humility open us up to receiving God'’s grace and mercy? Think of a
time when Jesus exposed pride in your own heart. How did you respond?

5.In Hosea 6:6, the prophet was speaking to Israel at a time when they were
religiously active but spiritually unfaithful. How were the Pharisees in Jesus’ time
making the same mistake?

6. Have you ever found yourself focusing more on religious activities (e.g. church
attendance, Bible reading, serving, etc.) while neglecting to show mercy and love
to others? How can we guard against this?

7. Levi left everything behind to follow Jesus. What might “leaving everything”
look like for you today? What are things that might be hard to let go of in order
for you to follow Jesus more fully?

Next Steps

Jesus didn’'t come for those who think they have it all together; he came for
people who know they need him.

« | will reflect on my own need for Jesus.

« | will show mercy instead of judgment by extending grace in a real way.

+ | will step out of my comfort zone and spend time with someone who might
feel like an outsider.

« | will let go of religious performance.

« | will follow Jesus wholeheartedly.

Closing the Session

Close the session by taking the time to pray for one another. Consider the
following as you pray:

e Pray for love that moves from words into action and wholehearted gratitude
for the mercy that Jesus has extended to you.

» Pray for relationships to grow with other Christ-followers, that you will
encourage and care for one another.

e Pray for your unsaved family, friends, and loved ones.

e Pray for protection, provision, healing and comfort for everyone who's going
through physical, emotional, mental and spiritual pain.

BIBLE READING GUIDE

March 17 Mark 2:13-17
March 18 Hosea 6:1-6
March 19 Luke 15:1-7
March20 Micah 6:6-8
March21  Matthew 11:28-30
March 22  Psalms 49:1-20

March 23  Matthew 22:1-14




