Welcome to Church!

We are glad you chose to join us today to worship
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. We hope that your
stay has been both meaningful and memorable.

Here are some activities going on with us!

[ ] Feeding Program

The Harvesters Ministry will be facilitating a Feeding Program on
July 19 (Saturday) to bless the communities near us. If you have
a heart to serve and would like to help prepare, pack, or
distribute food, we'd love for you to join us!

For more details, inquire from the information table. Let's be the
hands and feet of Jesus together!

[ ] water Baptism

This year's Water Baptism is scheduled for August 25. If you've
made the decision to follow Jesus and want to take this important
step of faith, today is the last day to sign up.

Don't miss this opportunity to publicly declare your commitment to
Christ. Registrations forms are available at the information table.

[ ] Free Blood Pressure & Sugar Check-up

Encouraging those who wish to monitor their Blood Pressure &
Blood Sugar levels to avail of our free check-up, happening
every after Sunday service!

[ ] How can we pray for you?

It is a privilege to pray for you! You may send your prayer requests
and praise reports by text (0912 130 6148), by writing them on
the prayer cards provided, or by sending us a private message on
our Facebook page.

[ ] Discover life with our Small Groups.

Looking for deeper connections and a closer walk with God? Our
small groups are where we cultivate meaningful relationships
and grow in faith together. Want to join? Visit our Information
Booth after the service to find the perfect group for you!

[ ] Stay for fellowship and refreshments.

Stick around after the service for coffee and connection! It's
the perfect chance to meet some friendly faces, learn more
about our small groups, our ministries, and discover all that our
church has to offer. We'd love to see you there!
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We are a church that seeks to bring glory to God, to build the local
church through discipleship and to fulfill the Great Commission.

| OUR MISSION

Living Word NRA

Worship God. Advance His Kingdom.

WHEN JESUS SHOWS UP

Bread & Blindness: Do You See Who He Is? (Mark Series)
Pastor Nic Sy | July 13, 2025 | Mark 6:45-56

SERMON NOTES

You can be around Jesus for a long time and still not really recognize him for who he is.

The Jesus we want isn't always the Jesus we need. And the Jesus we need isn't always the
Jesus we're ready for.

I. WE WANT RELIEF, JESUS OFFERS PRESENCE (vv. 45-48).

Sometimes the most important thing Jesus can give us isn't relief from our struggle — it's the
assurance of his presence in the middle of it.

The presence of Jesus is more precious than the absence of problems.
At the end of the day, we don't just need a solution. We need a Savior who stays.
Il. WE WANT PREDICTABILITY, JESUS REVEALS GLORY (vv. 48-50).

We want a Jesus we can manage. But we need a Jesus who blows up our categories and
shows us he’s God.

The Jesus we want fits inside our plans. But the Jesus we need is one who reveals his glory.
I11. WE WANT EXPLANATION, BUT JESUS LEAVES US AMAZED (vv. 51-56).

The disciples saw miracles with their eyes but hardness kept them from seeing with their
hearts.

There's a difference between recognizing Jesus and being recognized by Jesus. When he gets
in your boat, everything changes.

Grace is Jesus stepping into the boat of people who still don't fully see him.
A Jesus you can completely explain is a Jesus too small to worship.

Real discipleship starts where your explanations end and your awe begins.

We want a Jesus we can explain, but we need a Jesus who leaves us amazed.



SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE
For the week of July 14-20, 2025

“WHEN JESUS SHOW UP”

Getting Started

To the facilitator: Use this section to introduce the topic. If possible, give a brief
recap of the sermon.

Share a memorable point, a spiritual lesson, a personal application, a question,
or something that challenged you from the sermon last Sunday.

Can you share a time you called someone by the wrong name or messaged the
wrong person by mistake or grabbed the hand of a total stranger? What
happened?

5. Mark tells us the disciples were "completely amazed" and yet their "hearts were
hardened." Can amazement coexist with hardened hearts? What might a
“hardened” heart look like in your life? And how can we soften our hearts to truly
see and believe?

6. In Mark 5:19-20, a healed demon-possessed man wants to follow Jesus, but
Jesus sends him back to his own people to share what God has done for him. In
Mark 6:53-56, Jesus returns to that area, and now many are following him and
receiving healing. Do you think the man in Mark 5 had something to do with this?
What is one way you can share your story of how Jesus has changed your life?

7. Why do you think Jesus doesn’t wait for us to have perfect faith or perfect
understanding before he comes close? How does seeing this grace in the story
change the way you respond to your own struggles or spiritual setbacks? Who is
one person in your life who is still doubting, still growing, or still hardened who you
can extend more grace to?

Group Discussion
Read Mark 6:45-56.

L. Let's start by setting the scene. What's happening to the disciples in Mark
6:47-48? What kind of physical and emotional state do you imagine they were
in as they were "toiling in rowing" against the wind?

2. How does Jesus watching the disciples (v.48) connect to Old Testament
truths in the psalms (e.g. Ps 33:13-18 or Ps 139:1-3)? Why is it sometimes hard to
believe God really sees us in our struggles? Is there a situation in your own life
right now where you need to remember that Jesus sees you, even if it doesn’t
feel like it?

3. Jesus was “passing by” (v.48) not to overlook them, but to reveal his glory.
Why might God sometimes show up in those ways? Can you share about a time
when God did something in your life that at first felt confusing or unexpected,
but later you realized it was him showing his power or drawing you closer?

4. The disciples mistook Jesus for a ghost because he came in such an
unexpected and unsettling way. In what areas of your life might Jesus be
coming closer to you in ways you don't expect — perhaps through a difficult
challenge, an uncomfortable conversation, or an unfulfilled longing? How can our
own fears or expectations sometimes blind us to his presence in those
moments?

Next Steps
The Jesus we want isn't always the Jesus we need. And the Jesus we need isn't
always the Jesus we're ready for.

e | will spend intentional time with Jesus.

| will worship and serve Jesus for who he is, not just for the benefits.

« |willask God to open my eyes to places in my heart that has hardened.
e | will extend grace to others and show the love of Christ.

Closing the Session

Close the session by taking the time to pray for one another. Consider the
following as you pray:

e Pray for a heart to trust Jesus in the storm, to respond to his glory and be a
people who carry his grace to a watching world,

» Pray for relationships to grow with other Christ-followers, that you will
encourage and care for one another.

e Pray for your unsaved family, friends, and loved ones.

« Pray for protection, provision, healing and comfort for everyone who's going
through physical, emotional, mental and spiritual pain.

BIBLE READING GUIDE
July 14  Mark 6:45-52

July 15  Psalms 139:1-10

July 16 1 Kings 19:9-13

uly 17 Mark 6:53-56

July 18  Ephesians 3:14-21
July19  Psalms 69:1-12

July 20  Psalms 69:13-28




